
LOUIS ZAMPERINI COMING HOME
First official word that First LJeut. Ixnils Zamperlnl, Tor-

ranee hero of world-wide fume, IN safe and en route to his
home was received by Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Zamperlnl, Ills
parents, yesterday from the War department.

Acting; Adjutant General Edward F. Wltzell telegraphed
 Mrs. Zamperini the following
message: 

"The Secretary of Wat- has
naked me. to Inform you th
your son, Lt. Louis Zamperinl
has returned to military contro
li Sept., 1945, and is being
turned to tho United States In

BULLETIN
U. Louis Zumcperlnl, re­ 

ported to lie resting on Okl- 
IMWU yesterday, IK expected to 
arrive In the United States 
wltlilii u few days, possibly 
Friday, It was announced lust 
night. On Okinawa, Zamperlnl 
is said to have remarked that 
lie would like to have a gold 
watch and sec a good Amer­ 
ican movie. lie said that soon 
after his capture, the Japa­ 
nese recognized him and tried 
to prevail upon him to broad­ 
cast Nip propaganda. This he 
refused to do and suffered 
additional punishment for his 
refusal to allow himself to be 
used for propaganda purposes. 
lie Is said to have gained 20 
pounds since his release from 
n Japanese prison hospital, 
now weighing II!) pounds.

the near future. Physical con 
dition good. He will be given 
an .opportunity ,to communicate 
with you on arrival:'

ranee Is alive 
way home. 

They never

Thus Ions years of anxiety 
on tho part of the Zamperlnl 
.family has ended In the com­ 
plete knowledge that the Olym­ 
pic mller who grew up In Tor- 

safe and on the

gave up hope 
despite heart-breaking messages 
that he had died in action, that he 
was'the mistreated and mauled 
Japanese prisoner of War which 
ho proved to be,'but they never 
could be sure, even up to the 
time his friend, Robert Trum- 

New York Times, 
vorld and published 
Interview with Lt,

hull, of tlie 
eooped the 
u exclusiv

Zamperini Sunday, obtained In, ^-edible qruelties in Japanese 
Yokohama Sept. 6, tl)e day after ' ' "    -- « 
ho was released.

The family gave credit to 
Trtimbull's story, because they 
knew that the writer was 
closely associated with Louis, 
would know him and would, 
probably ahead of all other cor­ 
respondents, get the story of 
his life since his plane crashed 
200 miles northwest of Palmyra 
on May 27, 1943.

But they never were sure, be­ 
cause continued denials of know­ 
ledge of Louis' release came 
'from the War department.

Even when the ill-famed Jap­ 
anese Postman months ago as- 
sertedly put Lt. Zamperlnl on 
the air from Tokyo, and even 
though they recognized his voice 
from recordings, and he gave 
them. v information known inti­ 
mately only among members of 
the family, they could not be 
sure of his safety at the hands 
of the Japanese-.

Yesterday, however, the offi­ 
cial word came and the Zam- 
perinis breathed their first 
breath of complete freedom 
from anxiety since they had re­ 
ceived word that he was mis­ 
sing.

During the past week, the 
family home has been thronged 
with visitors, from metropolitan 
newspaper men down to close 
friends and relatives, wishing 
them well and waiting for more 
news. The telephone has been 
busy constantly, and a record

kept, of all calls that Lt. Loui 
might know who have been in 
quiring for him.

Mayor VV. H. Tolson, Com­ 
mander C. Earl Conner, of the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, 
Miss Lute W. Fraser and 
Capt. It, L. Lcwellen waited 
upon the family Tuesday even- 
Ing ami offered the services 
of the city, veterans groups 
and tho community as a whole 
In preparing a welcome for 
the hero, and In arranging to 
take Mr.- and Mrs. Zamperlnl 
to whatever point he lands In 
the United States to be with 
him.

Captain LeWellen was dele­ 
gated by the Zamperlnls to 
take complete charge of all 
such arrangements, just as he 
did when the famous athlete 
returned from, the Olympic 
games In 1936.

The captain said that plans 
are being prepared for his 
welcome, but asked the people 
of Torrance to please allow 
the Zumperlnls tho freedom of 
their home by remaining 
away from the residence when 
Ix)uls returns until they have 
had a few days to enjoy their 
reunion.
Ample opportunity will be ar 

ranged in the program of wel­ 
come for the public to have a 
chance to see and greet Lt 
Zamperlni, It was said.

The story, as reported by the 
New York Times syndicate and 
printed in the Los Angeles 
Times of last Sunday, reads In 
full as follows:

Lt. Louis Zamperinl, mi(e run­ 
ner In the 1936 Olympic 
was given up for dead when he 
'ailed to return fri 
nisslon in an Army plane al­ 
most 28 months ago, is on the 
'ay home today after an in­ 

credible survival of 47 days on 
a raft, followed by equally in-

irison camps' from the Marshall
Islands to Honshu 

Lt. Russell A. Phillips of
?rinceton, Ind., pilot of the 
Army B-24 in which Zamperini
vas bombardier,
he unprecedented ordeal on the 

raft and shared his prison hard­ 
ships until he was sent to an
ither camp recently. A third 

man in the raft, whom Zampe­ 
rini could identify only as Mac-
ntyre, the tail gunner, died on
he 33rd day at sea. The other
icven of the B-24's crew were
ost with the plane.

Family Kept Hope 
Zamperini's survival was held

o unlikely by the Army that
he day after he made a prison-
r broadcast on the Japanese

 adlo, American networks car- 
led an Army announcement  
vhich was relayed to Zamperini 
via the Japanese   saying he 
definitely had been killed. That 
las a year ago. 
But his family in Torrance. 

evertholess kept up hope and 
wrote to him as if "he still were 

live. He received their letters 
hree weeks ago. 

(His family said at that time
 Nov. 21, 1944 that he had 
iroadcast information known 
nly to them. Later, they said 
hey received a letter from 
ilm.)
At this moment he Is in a

jlane bound for Okinawa, none
he worse for his starvation,

(Continued on Page 2-B)

Veterans' Memorial Building Drive 
Progressing as Need Increases

The Veterans Memorial Build­ 
ing campaign will enter^the In­ 
dustrial and chain store divis­ 
ions this week, according to 
Commander C. Earl Conner, Tor- 
ranee Post No. 3251, Veterans 
of Foreign Wars.

Additional workers also are 
being enlisted for the residen­ 
tial division, which will enter 
its final phase next week.

The Torrance Post is raising 
^20,000 toward the erection of 
the Veterans Memorial Building, 
which will serve all veterans of

Mail contributions may be 
sent direct to Commander Con­ 
ner, I', O. Box 335, Torrance, 
. mil :M citizens are urged to 
.',.'n,| in tlielr donations at an 
early dale, t« insure that tho 
hiiililine. will lie connected on or 
before Jan. 1, he said.

Commander Conner visited 
veterans from the Torrance area 
in hospitals last week, during 
which (our he chatted with a

"I see you have lost your

arm", stated Conner In the 
course of the conversation. "No", 
replied the youth, "I have 
'given' my arm."  

"If we are met with such 
checriui responses on the part 
of the boys who have really 
suffered losses In the war, the 
least we can do is 'give' funds 
toward servicing these brave 
lads," Conner declared on his 
return.

"Some communities are Incor­ 
rectly assuming that the over­ 
all post-war planning makes it 
unnecessary for them to estab­ 
lish a special veterans' program. 
This attitude overlooks the fact 
that there can be a great differ­ 
ence between having jobs and 
other needs available and get­ 
ting returned veterans re-estab­ 
lished In civilian life and placed 
In the right jobs or in the do 
si rod channels.

"An effective Veterans Infor­ 
mation Center Is the .corner­ 
stone uf any successful com. 

(Cuntinuod OI, Paa> 7.A)
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When running for University of Southern California

Alleys of City 
Will Be Paved

Alleys of Torrance will be re- 
it-faced during the year as 
ipidly as equipment is avail- 
blc, Councilman J. E. Hitch- 
ock told the City Council Tues- 
ay night.
He said that $11,000 had been 

et up in the budget for the 
ock and oil surfacing of alleys, 

with the small number of 
.... and equipment available to 
o the work the progress would

The City of Torrance will buy 
all the OCD equipment possible, 
it was indicated Tuesday night.

When the OCD informed the 
city it must give up the sup­ 
plies furnished for emergencies 
during the war, or buy them, 
the city proceeded to appropri­ 
ate several hundred dollars for 
ladders, hose, pumps, tools and 
other equipment, for various de­ 
partments.

'City Hotel" Full As Wave Of 
Offenses Sweeps Over Torrance

Chief John Stroll 
ut the "no vacancy" 

n the Torrancu city

Poll 
hung 
sign
lull Tuesday. Stroll suld that 
it was not his Idea to re­ 
lieve the housing shortage by 

ft; his jtill, but more the 
of those breuklng the luw 
in wuy or unother. 
en tint woman's ward 

...... u guest, according to Po­ 
lice Matron Lucllle Stroll, 

urold Doherty, (KM Cotu 
, wus booked mill hold uf- 
several complaints of dis­ 

turbing the pw»ce were diurg- 
;uliml him. AiToriiing to 
Inn-*; lliilii'i'ly, who Home 

(him ago received a serious

back Injury, recovered suffi­ 
ciently to break several win­ 
dows anil disturb the peace In 
general until subdued by of- 
.fleers Thompson and Enflekl. 

It was reported that the 
team of Thompson and Kii; 
field hud another workout In 
bringing in an alleged drunk 
driver, also booked for hit and 
run. Noah .1. Splccr, 22B2tt 
Noniuutdlo uve.. Is sold to 
have hit u parked car belong­ 
ing to the Burnsdall Oil Co., 
on Carson st., near National 
Supply. II<! continued on until 
the police "team" caught him.

up the  'Iliili'l .lull" roster, pu 
lieu files Imltcute.

Conditions in Bus Department 
Criticized As City Council Is 
Served With Papers to Halt Sale
SURVEY FOR ENLARGEMENT 
OF POSTOFFICE BUILDING 
PROMISED BY GOVERNMENT

The Postofflce department will make a survey of condi­ 
tions in . Torrance postoffIce, and recommendations for much 
needed alterations and additions will be submitted to the 
department and the Federal Works agency for Inclusion in 
future building programs, Postmaster C. Earl Conner an- 

-• 'nounced this week following re­ 
ceipt of a reply to his letter 
asking for the survey.

Conner requested that the sit­ 
uation here be viewed 'Concern­ 
ing the need at this building 
of. additional floor space which

Business as 
Usual at 
Rolling Hills

It was "business as usual' 
Rolling Hills yesterday as in­ 
surance adjusters were buzzing 
through tHe area burned out in 
the disastrous fire of Monday 
afternoon and night.

Home owners were surveying 
damage, and actual loss was 
to about $36,000 in a recheck of 
the area.

Several persons well known in 
Torrance and Lomita were in­ 
volved in the blaze, including 
Dr. Alden Smith whose home 

saved .by the constant 
stream of water played upon 
the structure. The damage there 

confined to gardens and 
fruit trees.

Marion Welch, lumber man, 
lost his stable, and W. T. 
Young, of Dow Chemical Com­ 
pany's Torrance works, suffered 
a $20,000 loss in his residence.

A loss of $500 was done to 
the home which Mr. and Mrs. 
Al Sonnichsen, owners of a Lo­ 
mita butcher shop, just sold to

>seph Bodonovlch.
The fire, believed to have 

smarted from a broken high 
Dower wire at the bottom of 
}lackwater canyon, quickly 

spread to the top and was well 
upon property before fire fight­ 
ers could get at it.

The county maintains one 
pumper and a man 24 hours a 
day in Rolling Hills, who under- 
ook to fight the blaze, and he 
oon called for help. Before ev­ 

ening was over and the fire 
under control, 1000 men, includ- 
ng soldiers were fighting the 
flames.

Rolling Hills' company said 
that there was little discourage­ 
ment, and that things arc "roll 
ng along" as usual.

It was remarked that plans 
'or more adequate fire protec­ 
tion for the area have been un­ 
der way for some months, and 
probably will be brought to a 
quick conclusion.

A total of 3000 acres was 
aurned, and some 80 families 
'orced to flee or fight to pro-

ct' their homes.
Other damage Included: Dr. 

Harold L. Snow, guest house de­ 
stroyed Ed Jones, John Burton 
and George Serpel; garages, 
slants and Jrees burned; Paul 
rVilliams, trees, fence and 
shrubs, $500; Jewel V. Sparks, 
:rees, fence, pigeons and barn, 
S3000; L. W. Holstcins, barn, 
trees, $3000; W. M. Kennedy, 
greenhouse, fence, shrubs, $2000; 
f. T. Pacarovich, barn, chickens, 

fence, $2600; Joe Dennl, fence, 
shrubs, $500; N. Trutanich, 
rees, shrubs, fence, $1000; Dr. 
iValtcr Wolbank, garage, chick- 
n coops, fence, $3000.

Sgt. Yoshinobu . 
Among Victims 
Of Rail Wreck

Staff Sgt. James Yoshinobu, 
ocal Japanese-American soldier, 
was among those Injured in the 
Santa Fe railroad accident at 
Santa Anita last week, it was 
evealed.
Sergeant Yoshinobu had vis- 

ted Torrance during the week 
and was enroute (o reassign- 

t when Injured in the wreck 
:h touk five, lives. He was 
n to tin' Pusadenu Army 

lusuitul.

Conditions within the municipal bus department were sound­ 
ly rapped by the Torrance Civil Service Board Tuesday night 
as the City Council was being served with copies of an alter­ 
native writ of mandamus ordering them to appear Monday 
at "9:30 a.m. in Superior court department 34 to show cause ———————————————————— *why they should not procefed ac­ 

cording to Act 5203 in selling 
the lines.

"That's exactly why, I wanted 
to sell the lines," Mayor W. H. 
Tolson remarked after dlsctis- 
sion of the letter from the Civil 
Service Board which declared 
that a recent hearing "estate 
lished without question the-ex- 
stence of very deplorable cfln-

urgently necessary to prop­ 
erly handle the amount of bus­ 
iness now transacted and for 
future increase." .

"THe amount of business cur­ 
rently being transacted is ap­ 
proximately 400 percent increase 
over that existing at the date 
we occupied this building in 
October, 1935," Connor told the 
Fourth Assistant Postmaster 
General in a letter dated Aug. 
27, 1945.

"The building at present is 
over-crowded in every respect. 
The lobby and work-room are 
nadequate, the window facili- 
:ies in the screenline should be 
ncreased 100 per cent. The 
rault space does not meet re­ 
quirements, the rest rooms are 

equipped to care for the 
number of, employees necessary. 
In fact every foot of floor space, 
including the postmaster's of­ 
fice, is crowded with furniture 
and equipment required to 
carry on our work.

"The postwar period in this 
community will show a contin­ 
ued increase in. population, 
many new business houses anH 
homes will be erected as well 

dditional industries locating 
here.

'Our industries, b u s'i n crs s
firms, organizations and the
postwar planning committee,

ould, I am sure, appreciate
your early consideration."

F. J. Buckley, the acting 
fourth assistant, replied to Con­ 
ner's requpst as of Sept. 6, and 
a survey is being contemplated 
in the near future.

Conner said that he had called 
the attention of the Torrance 
Chamber of Commerce and the 
postwar planning agencies here 
LO his request for action.

Postoffice 
Service to Be 
Investigated

B. C. Buxton and C. B. Bag- 
hall have been named as a com­ 
mittee of Torrance Chamber of 
Commerce to cooperate with 
Postmaster C. Earl Conner in 
working to the end that postal 
service in Torrance might be im­ 
proved.

j At the meeting of the Cham- 
j her board of directors last Fri­ 
day, Secretary Blainc Walker 
read r> l-t.'r-v frnm D;:>:!on infer­ 
ring U' ":e post o . situation. 
Buxton said that the situation 
was unfair to the merchants 
and residents of the community, 
and that they should not be 
burdened with the present mail 
delivery handicap.

Postmaster Conner, in attend­ 
ance at the meeting, declared 
that the problem had been un­ 
der consideration for some time 
and that his cooperation with 
the' chamber was available in 
initiating the circulation of pe-

Coach Strike 
Causing Some 
'Thinking'Here

Torrunco football funs who 
have gone through the first 
two weeks of school without 
seeing any "after • school" 
practice have often remarked 
this week that "this wouldn't 
happen If Torrance hud Its 
own schools and control of 
Its own athletic department."

tho couches are striking 
against "after school" practice 
trying to enforce demands on 
tho Los Angeles Board of Edu­ 
cation for overtime puy. Some 
200 couches throughout the 
big L. A. system are involved.

This may explain why the 
Torrance High school base- 
bull teu,m traveled unescorted 
by couches lust year when u 
prominent, locul lad wus In­ 
jured and without medical 
uid until he returned to Tor-

ditions in the management and 
icration of this department" 
Both Cquncilmen J. R Hitch­ 

cock and C. M. Gilbert have re- 
rked at the time the council 

voted to sell the municipal bus 
lines to Charles F. Koors f6r 
$65,000 that it is impossible for, 
the city to operate the lines ef­ 
ficiently and at a true profit be­ 
cause 'conditions, political and 
otherwise, within the depart- 

ent.
The Civil Service Board said 

the "deplorable conditions" ex­ 
isted "as between the City Coun­ 
cil, the management, the driv­ 
ers and their union." Council­ 
man N. H. Cucci said that "as 
administrative head of the bus. 
department I am not respon­ 
sible for the conditions." ^    .-,

W. J. B. Hughes, local taxpay­ 
er, seeking to stop sale of the 
aus lines, or to force the city

titions by the citizens concerned i to proceed according to Act 
in the areas that would mostl^203 . had secured on Sept. 7 
likely wish Torrance post of-' tne signature of Superior Judge 

Joseph W. Vickers to the, alter­ 
native writ of mandamus order-

flee delivery. Appointment 
the committee followed.

Several sections of Torrance 
are being served by post offices 
of Gardena, Redondo Beach and 
Lomita. It was felt that the 
whole of Torrance should be 
served by the Torrance post- 
office to give the residents and 
businessmen more 'Speedy ser-

George Barham, 
Prisoner of Japs, 
Is Free, Report

Among the, recently liberated 
Japanese prisoners of ,war is 
George A. Barham, taken pris­ 
oner at Bataan when that fort­ 
ress fell in February, 1942. 
News of his liberation brought 
joy to the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
J. G. Caldwell. The soldier is 
their adopted son. Caldwell, who 
:pends his entire time in the 
service of veterans through lo­ 

cal Selective Service offices, had 
practically given up hope of 
finding the boy alive.

HAZEL BOHNE
Hazel Bohne, a former em­ 

ployee of tho Doak Aircraft 
here, was reported fatally in­ 
jured Sept. 9 in Inglewood. Her

Mr Beatr Byers,
lives at 125 N. Broadway, Re- 
dondo -Beach.

ing the council in selling th,e 
bus lines to proceed only ac­ 
cording to Act S203.

To Appear Monday
City Attorney J. E. McCall 

and members of the council will 
appear in court Monday at 9;30 
a.m. to show cause why they 
have not proceeded according to 
the act. .'.

McCall declares that it Is ndt
necessary to follow the act U^i
this case, because a vote of the

(Continued on Page 7-A)

County Aid in j 
Western Ave. 
Job Is Sought

County aid in the widening: 
and extension of Western ave­ 
nue through Torrance .will be 
asked, it was decided by the 
City Council Tuesday night. '/

Since the county is tremen­ 
dously interested in the develop­ 
ment of Western, planning to 
widen the thoroughfare north of 
190th St., and inquiries have 
been made by Supervisor Ray­ 
mond Darby regarding progress 
between Torrance and Los An­ 
geles in the opening and widen­ 
ing plans, the council decided 
that it would be well to seek 
county participation. City Engi­ 
neer G. M. Jain was instructed 
to ask for the aid.

Civic Improvement Committee New 
Name of Postwar Planning Group

Dear Professor: What, ill your 
opinion, Is the greatest contribu­ 
tion science could now make to 
humanity?

,\nswrr: Discover how to 
liollle tin- milk ul hum,ui liinil

'Civic Improvement Commit 
he new name of the 

Torrance Postwar Planning Com- 
e, us a result of action of 
group Thursday in the 

Chamber of Commerce offices. 
Iteed Parkin, president of the 
irranci! Chamber of Commerce 
id secretary-treasurer of Doak 

Aircraft Co. was named as per- 
'hall-man and Blalne 

Walker, executive .secretary of 
the chamber, was named as ex- 
ol'ficio secretary.

"ujip    i ..iiity i.. i'.iin unock- 
Ing ul the door ol Torrance 
and every civic-minded citizen 
should do something on behalf 
of the community," Postmaster 
C'. Earl Conner, u member of 
the committee, dei.-lured In Jtey- 
noting (he meeting. Reviewing 
the past activities of the com- 
mitlci', he pointed out the Im­ 
portance ul having u man such 
as I'iirkm at the head of the 
group and the unanimous elec- 
n.in followed hi.-, suggestion. 

Mayor W. 11. Tolaon, also u 
leiubiT. suld that an over-all

development program for Tor? 
rence was under consideration 
of the City Council at this time, 
covering buildings, recreation, 
much needed street work, water 
development in Southwest Tor­ 
runco and North Torrance, and 
sewers in North Torrance.

It was agreed that proposals 
which would qualify for govern­ 
ment financial participation 
should be given first consider­ 
ation.

Harold F. Perry, principal of 
Torrance High school and also 
a member of the body, said 
that under proper local leader­ 
ship the schools would be happy 
to take over (he arts and crafts 
project for which a mvw build­ 
ing Is proposed by tlm city. 
' It was proposed and unani- 

.jiously agreed that union labor 
be invited to membership on the 
committee

Other ini-iiiliers are K6bert 
Plomert Jr., Clen M. Jain, Char­ 
les V. Jones, (liuvi'i- C Whyte, 
Kenneth Bradley and the Rev. 
Paul M. Wheeler.


